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Invention The present invention relates to an image forming
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apparatus such as an electrophotographic copying machine or
an electrophotographic printer (for example, a laser beam

printer). 2. Description of the Related Art There is a so-called
tandem-type image forming apparatus including a plurality

of image forming units disposed in parallel to one another in
an electrophotographic recording medium conveying

direction, and an intermediate transfer belt which is disposed
to face the plurality of image forming units through an

interval along the electrophotographic recording medium
conveying direction and travel in an endless path. Toner
images formed on the respective image forming units are

sequentially transferred onto the intermediate transfer belt to
be superimposed. A latent image formed by an exposure

operation is formed on a surface of the intermediate transfer
belt at a position opposite to each of the image forming units

and the latent image on the surface of the intermediate
transfer belt is developed into a toner image by using the
toner image formed on the image forming unit which is

opposite to the position on the surface of the intermediate
transfer belt. The toner image is then transferred onto an
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electrophotographic recording medium. The toner images
formed on the respective image forming units are

superimposed to be transferred onto the intermediate transfer
belt. The toner images superimposed on the surface of the

intermediate transfer belt are secondarily transferred onto the
electrophotographic recording medium to be outputted. The
images formed on the respective image forming units have
different displacements from the position of the exposure

operation due to the deviation in pitch between the respective
image forming units in the tandem-type image
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