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The first one that came to mind was the 'Unreasonably difficult
Japanese puzzle platformer game, QUB3D' by No Starch Press) that I
played back in grad school and was very impressed by. I have spent

a good portion of my life creating conceptual puzzles, and while I
haven't found a formula to replicate them, I have learned a lot from
them. The people who own the rights to an intellectual property also
have several things that they can do to protect it, and that of course
includes creating puzzles which are impossible. When I first started
creating puzzles, I made them all legal. Almost. When I realized that
it was impossible to make a puzzle legal while keeping it playable

and fun, I decided to stop. Despite the fact that there are many ways
to judge a work of art, conceptual puzzles are decidedly subjective.

The point is that in a puzzle game, you are presenting a work of art to
your players. Is it art? Well, we'll get into that. I'm not really a puzzle

person at all. In a well crafted puzzle game, you are not playing a
game. When you begin to play a puzzle, you're already immersed, in
a sense. You're immersed in the story and the art and the music. You

don't notice the puzzles. They become the world. If I try to play a
puzzle I made, instead of say, Tetris, then I generally can't solve it

because I know my own game too well. In Tetris you're always
pressing the same keys, you're always putting lines together. I don't
want to repeat those actions. I want my player to solve the puzzle. If
a puzzle is too easy, then how good is a good puzzle? Puzzles are just

like art. You never forget a good puzzle. When I play a game like
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Brütal Legend and the puzzles are decent, I remember them the rest
of the day. I try to design puzzles where people don't have to use a
lot of common sense to figure out how to solve them. In Tetris, for
instance, I don't want a puzzle in which you have to line up 2 rows,

press the "L" key and then line up an extra row. It would be too easy.
You could probably "solve" it in less than a minute. By all
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