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Texas government group is pushing for
tougher crackdowns on Texas drivers whose
licenses are suspended or revoked for failing
to pay fines and fees. Gov. Greg Abbott
announced his bill to suspend licenses on
Tuesday, in a press conference with
transportation officials and city and county
officials. It's aimed at solving the state’s
budget gap. The Texas Department of
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Transportation said it would also have to pay
the fine. Senate Joint Resolution 10 would
require the Department of Public Safety to

mail a formal notice to a driver before
suspending a license. It's currently known as a
“hold” on a license. Drivers can contact DPS
and request a hearing to have the hold lifted,
meaning they can drive. Despite finding, or
more likely because of finding, work In the
past, the agency typically issued the “hold” on
the spot when the driver failed to pay fines
and fees. The bill says a driver should receive
five days of written notice before the
suspension. It also requires DPS to give an in-
person hearing before suspending a license.

Other states already have some variation of

the same, said Elva Martin, who represents
Texans for Public Justice, a nonprofit that

advocates for criminal justice reform. “This is

a long-overdue reform that gives the people

affected a greater chance at getting back on

their feet,” Martin said. Texas doesn’t collect
any court-issued c6a93da’4d
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