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the mini has its strengths and weaknesses, but the bigger question is whether husseins rise and fall were doomed from the start. another major
weakness of the mini is that husseins power was built upon the collapse of a viable iraqi nation. things were so hopeless for the iraqui people that
the sadist making the rules needed only to justify his takeovers of power. house of saddam is a far superior and more balanced mini when it comes
to this particular aspect of saddam husseins rule. this is one of those dvds where the dvd format is superior to the blu-ray version. and if you dont
have a blu-ray player you are sure to appreciate the increased picture quality. you will appreciate the sharpness of this version even more when
compared to some of the other dvd releases of the same miniseries. the mini is well produced and the dvd is better than the blu-ray (which is best
available). everything is on-screen and in-focus from the story lines to the titles. there are many extras and the overall program quality is very
high. ultimately, though, if you havent seen the new hd blu-ray, you wont miss much by skipping the dvd. house of saddam is an original story,
with new performances by a number of actors who had done great work in previous hbo series. some of those actors should have been better
utilized in the same story. otherwise, this miniseries is a new departure in quality television, at a very high level. the world becomes aware of the
first sin when saddam, while an officer with the mukhabarat (the iraqi secret police), has to hide the baby daughter of a political opponent, a fellow
officer, from the army commander general. that same year, his wife and two other daughters are expelled from the united states for being
weapons of mass destruction. in 1980, saddam's eldest son, uday, is killed by his uncle (saddam's nephew-in-law). saddam's complicity in the 1983
khorramshahr affair - a conspiracy by saddam to burn a nuclear reactor - is finally revealed. the reason that the iranian/iraqi war was fought on a
delaying tactic is because iraq tried to acquire enriched uranium at the time.
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