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the.The symbol that opens this book is the astrolabe, a much-used instrument at
least from the days of Julius Caesar, who wrote in one of his letters, "Why should
we not, when we have everything we need (i.e. time to study) employ ourselves in
exploring the heavens?" I still use the instrument on my travels, for the simple
reason that it is inexpensive and portable. I have used it for hundreds of scientific
observations, and its accuracy far exceeds that of many modern electronic
instrumentation (in spite of the widespread use of geocentric coordinates). The
design of the instrument was clearly inspired by the "quadrilateral" astrolabe,
which would have been the greatest such instrument in the Mediterranean during
the Classical Era. Beyond the general introduction to the design and use of the
instrument, the main text of the book is divided into four sections. The first deals
with the astrolabe's history and evolution, beginning with its origins in the
Mediterranean and its subsequent spread by the Arabs in the Middle East. The
later chapters deal with the development of the instrument in the various centers
of power across Europe, including France, Spain, the Netherlands, and Germany,
where it was at the core of astronomy during the Renaissance and the early
modern period. The second section of the book, "The Roman Geminids." has to do
with the Palatine meteor showers which take place during the spring. The bright
meteors that are visible to the naked eye will cause the sky to appear remarkably
clear, even during moonless nights. The bright meteors, which are identified with
the Geminids, are thought to be fragments of comet Encke that will exit the inner
solar system and their paths will form the shape of a "tail" comet. They will be
bright until the spring equinox. 79a2804d6b
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