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Free Hinduism and Jainism are the two oldest
surviving religions in India. Hinduism is the
dominant religion in India today, although the
situation has been changing in the past few
decades due to the emergence of other religious
groups, which are now the majority in the
eastern part of India. Hinduism, as defined and
practiced in India, is an umbrella term that
covers a variety of related but distinct traditions,
ranging from the monotheistic Vedic religion and
Shaivism of ancient India to Shaktism, Sanatana
Dharm, Vaishnavism, Saivism, Shinto, Buddhism,
Jainism, and Sikhism. The core beliefs of
Hinduism include various concepts, including:
the unity of existence, the concept of Dharma as
the universal law of nature, the transmigration of
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souls and karma, the existence of God, and the
importance of ritual and religious merit. Based
on the works of Max Muller, A. F. R. Hardy, M.
R. Pandit, and other scholars, as well as on the
traditions of native literature and language, this
article provides a general description of
Hinduism and highlights the most salient aspects
of Hindu beliefs and practices. It also briefly
discusses various religions within Hinduism.
History: Most Hindus today consider Hinduism
to have been originally an Indo-European
religion. Hinduism is the third largest religion in
the world. The first person to suggest that the
Indian religion was based on an earlier religion
was Edward Ivan Sykes, who identified the name
"Hindu" with an ancient Iranian language, the
Indus Valley script and argued that the religion
originated in the Indus Valley civilization. Sykes
based his arguments on works by Jains and
Muslims who wrote that Hinduism originated in
the Punjab region. Among the Rigvedic hymns,
the Indus Valley script is still visible. The
historian Max Muller and the scholar from
Bombay, R. E. D. MacLennan, eventually
confirmed the same. The theory of the



indigenous origin of Hinduism has been rejected
by modern scholars. Max Muller's reconstruction
of the original religion was developed over
decades and was based on the works of many
leading scholars. His reconstruction was used in
the official history of India by the Governor
General of India. However, modern scholarship
is agreed that the core concepts of Hinduism
originated among the Dravidian peoples of South
India. Archaeological evidence shows that the
early Indus
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